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The seas surrounding Ynys Enlli (Bardsey Island) are an amazing source of renewable tidal energy. 
Nova Innovation has been working closely with regulators, advisory bodies, local communities and 
other interested parties over the past few months to develop plans to tap into this source of clean, 
green energy in a sensitive and sustainable way. 

The Ynys Enlli tidal energy project involves placing five of Nova’s 100kW tidal turbines between Ynys 
Enlli (Bardsey Island) and the mainland. Nova Innovation is a tidal technology company that builds and 
installs tidal turbines. We already have an award-winning small array of turbines in Shetland. 

The table below summarises key progress with the Ynys Enlli tidal project so far. 

Local Residents & 
Communities 

Working with local people and communities, including residents of 
Aberdaron and Enlli and the Bardsey Island Trust is very important to Nova. 
We want to make sure local people have the chance to get involved and have 
a say in the project. We are also working with YnNi Llŷn whose vision is to 
deliver locally generated renewable electricity that will create local benefits 
and address fuel poverty by reducing energy costs. 

Local Businesses Nova is keen to work with local businesses to find ways of using their 
expertise and experience in the local area to provide support for the project.  

Local Councils & 
Councillors 

Nova has met with councillors and officers in Gwynedd Council, including the 
Chief Executive of the Council, Head of Planning, Head of Economy and Head 
of Environment. We’ve also met with Gareth Roberts, Councillor for 
Aberdaron and Ioan Thomas, Councillor responsible for Gwynedd Council’s 
Economic Development portfolio. 

Welsh & UK 
Governments 

Nova has met with the First Minister, Mark Drakeford and Lesley Griffiths, 
Welsh Government Minister for Energy, Environment and Rural Affairs to 
discuss our Enlli project. They were very supportive of Nova’s Enlli project 
and the contribution it could make to addressing Wales’ Climate Emergency, 
declared in April 2019. We have also met with Siân Gwenllian, AM for Arfon, 
Llŷr Gruffydd, AM for the north Wales region, Liz Saville-Roberts, MP for 
Dwyfor Meirionnydd and Hywel Williams, MP for Arfon. All are extremely 
supportive of Nova and the Enlli project. 

Schools & Young 
People 

Nova have visited many schools and colleges in the local area, including 
Aberdaron, Botwnnog and Nefyn primary schools and Botwnnog 
comprehensive, as well as youth groups, such as Rhiw Young Farmers. We’ve 
enjoyed the opportunity to talk to pupils and young people about the Enlli 
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project, tidal energy and climate change issues. Nova also gave a lecture on 
tidal energy to a group of Masters students at the Centre for Alternative 
Technology (CAT) in Machynlleth.  

Welsh Universities Nova has been working with the Welsh Universities on collaborative studies 
to inform the development of the engineering design and the environmental 
research to support consent applications for the project. Collaboration with 
Bangor and Swansea Universities has resulted in the successful applications 
for research grants to carry out research in Bardsey Sound. 

Fishermen Fishing and potting are important activities in the waters around Ynys Enlli. 
We’re working closely with local fishermen and the Welsh Fishermen’s 
Association to share information. This is helping develop the project in way 
that will avoid conflict with potting and fishing in Bardsey Sound. 

Seabed Lease Nova has been awarded an Agreement for Lease (AFL) by the Crown Estate, 
owners of the seabed around England and Wales, for the seabed area for the 
turbines. A full lease will only be awarded once all the required consents for 
the project have been secured. These include a Marine Licence from Natural 
Resource Wales and Town and Country Planning consent from Gwynedd 
Council. 

Consenting  In November 2018 Nova received advice from Natural Resources Wales 
(NRW) on the required Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for the Enlli 
project, which is necessary to support consent applications.  Since then, Nova 
has been working closely with NRW on the project and the approach to 
consenting and the EIA. 

Environmental 
Impact Assessment 

A full Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) will be carried out as part of 
the consenting process which will consider the potential effects of the project 
on wildlife, other sea users and local communities. 

Environmental 
Organisations and 
individuals 

Nova have built and continue to build relationships with key environmental 
organisations and individuals including the Bardsey Island Trust, North Wales 
Wildlife Trust, RSPB, Whale and Dolphin Conservation and the wardens on 
Ynys Enlli. We recognise the importance of the natural environment of Enlli 
and want to work in harmony with it. 

National Trust The National Trust is a significant landowner in the far peninsula and 
Aberdaron area. Nova has been working with the Trust to look at options for 
where the electricity cable might come ashore, as well as the potential for 
Nova’s tidal turbines to provide a local source of power to charge electrical 
vehicles in Aberdaron. 

Marine Energy 
Wales 

Nova are a member of Marine Energy Wales (MEW) and are working closely 
with them to advance tidal energy in Wales. 

 

If you want to learn more about the project, please contact our Local Engagement Officer Nerys 
Kimberley on 01286 239711 or at nerys.kimberley@novainnovation.com. Our office is at Galeri, Unit 
5, Victoria Doc, Caernarfon, Gwynedd, LL55 1SQ.  

 


